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Welcome to Summer Reading 2021 with
Spokane Public Library. Enjoy this magazine
that’s jam-packed with fun activities that
you can do inside and outside to make the
most of your summer break. Try science
experiments, stargazing, and even growing
your own food!
We also hope you challenge yourself to
read 15 hours this summer. Use the Activity
Tracker (page 3) to record time spent
reading or listening to stories.
We also offer a way to participate and
achieve online. Track your reading and earn
badges. Register your family, or just yourself,
at spl.northwestreads.org.
And don’t forget to stop by your favorite
library for a free prize book for participating.
Most of all, have a great summer!

A Note for the Grown Ups
Kids who read over the summer do
better in school in the fall. Summer
Reading at Spokane Public Library
makes it easy and fun to keep up
with reading skills while on summer
vacation. Here are some tips:
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•P
 ick a family reading time each day
• Help your child pick books on
topics that interest them
• Keep reading materials around the
house within easy reach

I can read 20 minutes a day!
20
40
minutes minutes

1
hour

2
hours

3
hours

Instructions: Check off a square for every 20 minutes
of participation (3 squares = 1 hour). All time spent reading, learning,
and listening count. Get a free book when you complete 15 hours!
Watch
out for
snowballs
(in July?!)

6
hours

5
hours

7
hours

8
hours

9
hours

Stop to
fe
the Gar ed
bage
Goat

You can also track your time online at
spl.northwestreads.org

10
hours

11
hours

12
hours

Beep! Beep!
Traffic jam

4
hours

Made it to the end? Pick out a
free book at your favorite library
between June 15 and September 15!
13
hours

14
hours

You Read
15 hours

Free books brought to you by
3
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I spy, out
& about!
There are interesting things all around us. Keep your
eyes peeled all summer long to see what you can find.
Look for the things in this checklist, do these activities,
or come up with your own! Don’t forget to wear
sunscreen and be respectful of the plant and animal
life you encounter. Have fun!

Seek and Find
3 Different kinds of insects

Cloud that looks like an animal
Flying bird
Squirrel

Interesting or unusual building

Plant growing in an unexpected place
Pine cone

Animal sound
Painted rock
Smooth rock
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Outside Observations
Try some of these activities and use the blank space
on this page to record your thoughts and creations.
Draw a Plant

Make a Map

Trace Time

Find a plant you like
and draw it. Why do
you like it? Do you
think someone planted
it there or did the seed
end up in that spot
naturally? Write a story
or poem about the
plant.

Draw a map of the
places you go. It can
be inside or outside
your home, or the
places you go in your
neighborhood. Mark the
locations of things that
are interesting to you.

Pick a spot outside and
draw a picture of how it
looks at three different
times during the day.
Try again during the
same times, but later in
the summer, to see if it
looks different.

Explore outside in the pages of a book

7

BOOK BINGO
Read a book
aloud to a
grown-up

Read a
fairy tale

Read about
a historical
event

Read a recipe or
cookbook

Read a book
set in a
different
country

Read a poem

Make your
own
bookmark

Listen to an
audiobook

Read a book by
a Latinx author

Re-read an
old favorite
book

FREE
SPACE

Draw a new
cover for a
book

Read a book
by a Black
author

Read a funny
book

Read in
bed

Read about
an outdoor
adventure

Read an
awardwinning
book

Read about
science

Read a
non-fiction
book

Read a
recommendation
from someone
else

Read to
an animal
(real or toy)

Read a book
by an Asian
American
Pacific
Islander author

Pick a song
to go with a
favorite book

Read a
library book

Read outside

Write the title of the best book you read here:
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Summer
Reading Onlin
e
Go to spl.
northwestread
s.org
to earn points
and
badges for eac
h
square you do!
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Science@
Home
COLOR CHANGING MILK
You’ll need:
• About ¾ c whole or 2% milk
• A plate (not paper or foam)
• Liquid food coloring – 3-4 colors
• A few drops of liquid dish soap
• Two cotton swabs

1.

 our enough milk into a plate to make
P
a puddle about ¼ inch deep.

2. A dd one drop each of your food colors
into the center of the milk next to each
other.

3. D ip a dry cotton swab into the center
of the plate near the food coloring.
What happens?

4. P our a few drops of liquid dish soap into
a small bowl or dish. Roll one end of a
cotton swab into the soap so that it is
covered with the soap.

5. D ip the soapy cotton swab into the

center of the plate near the food
coloring. Hold it there for 15 seconds.
What happens? When you remove the
cotton swab, what happens? Try placing
the cotton swab in different parts of the
plate. How long can you keep the
reactions going?
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What’s going on?
Milk is mostly water, but it also
has tiny droplets of fat, as well
as protein. One of the things
that makes soap useful for
cleaning is that it will bind to
fat. When you dip the soap into
the milk, the soap molecules
are released into the milk and
are bumped around—along
with the food coloring. As the
soap becomes evenly mixed
with the milk, the action slows
and eventually stops. Try doing
the experiment with a variety
of beverages, such as juice,
water, skim milk, and full fat
milk. What works best? What
doesn’t work at all?
Join us on Zoom on 7/20 @
11am for a Color Changing
Milk event! Register at
spokanelibrary.org on the
event calendar.

Engineering@
Home
WHICH SHAPE IS STRONGEST?
Test which shape is strongest: circles, triangles, or squares?
These shapes are used by engineers to make columns that
support buildings, bridges, and towers.

1.

 oll one of your pieces of paper
R
into a column and tape it.

2. F old another piece of paper into a
triangle and tape it.

3.

 old your last piece of paper into a
F
square and tape it.

4. Set up your three columns up so they

are standing and start placing books
one at a time on each column. Which
column collapses first? Which column
holds the most weight?

5. Try repeating your experiment. Do you
always get the same result? Make a
chart to keep track of your results.

What’s going on?
You should discover that
the circle shaped column
typically wins. That’s
because it doesn’t have
any edges, which are the
weakness for the triangle
and square shaped
columns. The walls of the
circle can distribute the
weight more evenly over
the column.
Watch for columns in
buildings you visit. What
shapes are the most
common? Now you know
why.
We’ll do this experiment
together on Zoom on 8/3
@ 11am! Register at
spokanelibrary.org on the
event calendar.

online badges for completing fun experiments!

You’ll need:
• 3 Pieces of 8.5x11 inch paper
• Scotch tape
• Some thin books or magazines that
are similar in size and weight.

Visit spl.northwestreads.org for more science ideas and to earn
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Meet the new crew of
Spokane Public Library
The Library will welcome some new residents when the new and
renovated branches open in 2021 and 2022. Get a sneak peek at
who you’ll meet in the new library children’s spaces...

Mountain
Lion lives
at Mt. Shaw
at Hillyard Library

A family of
marmots lives at
Indian Trail Library

Favorite story:
Likes: Birdwatching
Sam and Dave
Favorite food:
Dig a Hole by
Rainbow snow cones
Mac Barnett
Favorite books:
Favorite hobby:
School’s First Day
Sailing
of School
Mt. Shaw@Hillyard
by Adam Rex
Basalt Burrow@
Opening
Indian Trail
Opening
Summer 2022

September 2, 2021

Moose’s Market
at Shadle Park Library
Likes:
Organic Gardening
Favorite book:
Fresh Delicious Poems
from the Farmer’s Market
by Irene Latham

Moose’s Market@
Shadle Park Library
Opening
August 10, 2021
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An intrepid
goat lives at River
Rumpus at
Central Library

Favorite book: Where
the Wild Things Are
by Maurice
Sendak
Favorite hobby:
Fly fishing

A rafter of
turkeys will live in the
rafters at South Hill Library
Likes: Traffic
Favorite book:
The Bad Seed by William March

Turkey Treetops@
South Hill Opening
Summer 2022

River Rumpus@
Central Library
Opening
Summer 2022

A music-loving
mystery lives at
Liberty Park

Dislikes:
Shoes, combs, littering
Favorite book:
Tales of the Cryptids:
mysterious creatures
that may or may not exist
by Kelly Milner Halls
Sasquatch Shack@
Liberty Park Library
Opening
August 31, 2021
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You Can
Write a
List Poem!
By Kenn Nesbitt

One easy way to create a
poem is to write a “list poem.”
A list poem is one that has a
simple beginning and end,
and a list of things in the
middle. Here is a fun list poem
you can write. I have given you
the beginning and the end,
and your job is to write the
lines in the middle.
Meet local author
Kenn Nesbitt
on Zoom on
7/13 at 11am.
Register at
spokanelibrary.org.
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Have fun creating your animal list
poem! If you need even more rhyming
animals, take a look at the list I created
on my website, here: https://www.
poetry4kids.com/lessons/list-ofrhyming-animals

Beginning

Which Pet to Get?
My mom said I could have a pet.
I didn’t know which one to get.
And, so, I got a fish, a frog,
A Guinea pig, a puppy dog,

Middle
(Your list goes here.)
Write every animal you
can think of, making sure
that the words at the
ends of the lines rhyme.
Here are some rhyming
animals you could use:
Bat/Cat/Rat
Beagle / Eagle
Bear / Hare
Caribou / Kangaroo
Clam / Lamb / Ram
Cow / Sow
Deer / Steer
Eel / Seal
Ferret / Parrot
Fox / Ox
Goose / Moose
Grouse / Mouse

Ending

With all these pets, what could we do?
Our house is now the City Zoo.

About Kenn Nesbitt
Kenn Nesbitt is a 59 year old kid’s poet. He was born on February
20, 1962 in Berkeley, California and grew up in Fresno and San Diego,
California. He now lives in a big, old house in Spokane, Washington
with his wife Ann, and their two cats, Thomas and Sancho.
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Growing Food from
Celery: Cut off the base of a bunch, and put it in a
sunny window in a dish with about an inch of water.
Keep it watered, and when you see the leaves grow in
about a week, plant it in the soil to finish growing.
Potatoes: Plant a piece of potato or potato peel that
is at least an inch long and has at least two eyes (the
little bumpy bits!) into a sunny spot about 4 inches
deep in the soil, with the eyes pointing up. In a couple
of weeks, you will see your potato plant emerge!
Pineapple: Take the cut top of a fresh pineapple,
insert four toothpicks around the sides near the green
leaves, so you can balance it over a glass of water
with the bottom submerged. In about a week, roots
will grow and you can plant your pineapple top in soil.
It may take a LONG time before you get a fruit, but
the plant looks really cool. Keep it somewhere sunny
and warm!
Onions: An onion has a pointy top part, and a part on
the bottom where roots grow. If you stick the bottom
part of an onion on the soil and keep it watered, you’ll
see new roots appear! Soon you’ll have new onions.
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Our Gardening
Book Picks

VISIT SPL.NORTHWESTREADS.ORG FOR MORE BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS

Did you know that your food can turn
into...more food? No magic required!
While you can’t stick a pizza into the
ground and hope it’ll grow into a pizza
tree, you can grow plenty of fruits and
veggies from kitchen scraps.

m Scratch
Build a Fairy Garden
Fairies need a place to hang out,
too! You can create a little fairy
wonderland in your backyard, or
in a flowerpot on your porch or
balcony. Furniture, decorations,
and more can be made with objects from nature or in your own
space. Be mindful when collecting items that you don’t hurt any
living plants or wildlife creatures—
fairies wouldn’t like that!

You can
check out
free seeds
for flowers and
food at the
Hillyard
Library.

Useful items
Leaves • Twigs & sticks • Pebbles & rocks • Bark • Pine cones
• Shells • Acorns • Chestnuts •
Moss • Flowers (ask a grownup!)
How to get started
Figure out where you would like
your fairy garden to be. Collect
some materials and lay them out
near your space. A doorway is a
good beginning, and can be made
with a leaf, flat rock, or piece of
bark. Create a path to the door—
what else should be along the
path or near the door? Use your
imagination!

Videos for Green
Thumbs of All Ages
Tune in to our
gardening series on
YouTube for more
gardening inspo
bit.ly/SPLGardenVideos
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Look Up! Day &
Summer Sky Spotter Checklist
Lie down in a large park or open area and watch the
clouds. Look for shapes and tell a story about them!
Learn about clouds and weather at scijinks.gov.
An airplane leaving a contrail behind it
The moon—yes, it can be visible during the day!
A flock of birds flying—where do you think they are
going?
A balloon—big or little!
Watch the effects of the wind—tie long strands of
curling ribbon to a stick and watch what happens.
Watch the sunset and/or sunrise. The reason it’s so
colorful is related to why the sky is blue: the scattering
of light waves by the molecules in our atmosphere.

NIGHT SKY EVENT on Zoom
Thursday, 7/15 @ 6:30pm
Register at spokanelibrary.org

Do you love to look at the clouds while lying on the grass?
Try searching for these day-time objects. Make sure you wear
sunscreen, stay hydrated, and don’t look directly at the sun.

The Sky is the Limit with these books

Why is the sky blue?
The sun’s light is made up of waves of all the colors in the

rainbow. When the sun’s light waves hit the gas molecules in
earth’s atmosphere, they get scattered in all directions. These
types of gas mostly scatter the shorter waves of blue light.
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& Night
The summer is the best time of year to see what’s up there in the
night sky! Try searching for these night-time objects. When outside
at night, take warm clothing, water, and a flashlight.
Find the
Big Dipper in the
northwest sky
after dark! It’s up
all year round in
Spokane, so you
can always find it.

Watch a sunset
until you can see
the first star of the
evening. Make a
wish! (Venus is the
brightest star-like
object in the
evening sky this
summer.)

Look for the
teapot in the sky –
the constellation
Sagittarius. Look
south along the
horizon after dark.

Watch or listen
Spot the
for a nocturnal
International
animal or insect.
Space Station.
These are
The station circles
creatures that are the earth every 90
awake at night.
minutes and is as
You might hear or bright as Venus! To
see crickets, frogs, find out when you
owls, coyotes,
can view it, visit
bats, raccoons,
spotthestation.
or opossums.
nasa.gov.

See a
crescent moon.
Visit moon.nasa.
gov to learn more
about the moon.

Watch for
shooting stars!
You can see about
4 an hour most
nights, but the
best time this
summer will be
August 11-13, when
the Perseid meteor
showers occur.
Find the
constellation
Cassiopeia in the
northern sky.
It’s easy to spot
the giant W in it
– for Washington,
our great state!

Watch for earthSpot a planet!
Spot an airplane’s
Look at the
shine on the dark
This summer
navigation lights.
full moon!
part of the moon.
watch for Venus
Airplanes have red This summer’s full
That’s when light in the evening sky
lights on the tip
moons will ocbounces off the
at dusk. Mars will of their left wings, cur on 6/24 ( the
earth and lights
also be visible this
and green lights Strawberry Moon),
up the unlit side
summer. Use a
on the tip of their
7/24 (The Buck
of the moon. It’s a
planetarium app
right wings. They
Moon), and 8/22
beautiful sight.
or visit skyandtelealso have white
(The Blue Moon –
scope.com for
lights on their
also a supermoon,
“This week’s Sky at
wings and tails.
which will appear
a Glance.”
larger in the sky).

Did you Know? You can borrow a telescope at Spokane Public Library!
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'
Let s
Make
Ice
Pops

Ice pops are a great snack
when it's hot outside. Here is
how you can make your own.
Things you will need:
-S
 mall 3oz paper cups
or an ice cube tray
- Aluminum foil
- Popsicle sticks
- Juice
h hands
s
a
w
s
y
- Freezer Psst! Alwa ling food!
and
before h

Steps!

5. Put into the freezer for 4-6 hours
or overnight.

1. G
 et the juice ready if you are using
a mix.
2. Pour it into the cups, leave a little
room at the top.
3. Cover the top of the cup with foil
4. Poke the popsicle stick through
the foil.

June

July

Tip: Get creative with your ice pops,
try adding cut-up fruit or
different juices!

August

September

October

Strawberries//June-October
Cherries//June-July
Peaches//July–August

Our Market Book Picks

Raspberries//July–August

hat’s
W
!
y
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t the
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d
o
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r’s
farme ?
et
mark
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Apricots//July–August
Blueberries//July–September
Melons//August–September
Apples//August-October

SUMMER
READING
SUPERSTAR
I read for 15 hours!

Name:

Age:

Favorite book I read this summer:

Favorite thing I did this summer:

Great job reading this summer!
Fill out this form and bring it to your favorite
Spokane Public Library to claim a free book.
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WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED THE FIRST ISSUE OF THE LIBRARY’S SUMMER
READING MAGAZINE. NOW, WE’D LOVE YOUR FEEDBACK!
How old are you? ____________________________________________
Where do you go to school?___________________________________
What is your favorite Spokane Public Library? ____________________
Where did you pick up this magazine? __________________________
What was your favorite part of the magazine?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
What didn’t you like about the magazine?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
What would you most like to see next year?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Would you be excited to see this magazine again next year?
Yes

No

Any other comments?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Name and contact info (optional)
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Or give us feedback online at:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SPLSummerMag2021

Cut out this page and return it to your favorite library.
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Catch more
fun from
the Library
Read & Watch Online

A Partnership with
Riverfront Park
Register at
spokanelibrary.org

ed
low

Visit spokanelibrary.org
for free access to all this
and more with your
library card!

July 12@11am
July 24@11am
August 9@11am

l
fo

Read & Listen Online
on Tumblebooks

Storytime
at Ice Age
Floods Playground
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S OPENING!
NEW & RENOVATED LIBRARIE
10
Shadle Park - Tuesday, August
12
The Hive - Thursday, August
31
Liberty Park - Tuesday, August
2
Hillyard - Thursday, September

Fun Events

Check out our calendar

https://spokanelibrary.libnet.info/events 23

Thank you!
Thank you!
Thank you!
The Friends of the Spokane Public Library is an allvolunteer group dedicated to funding special
projects—like this one!—for the library. The Friends
paid for a portion of printing this magazine and
annually purchases all the Summer Reading prize books!

Join Friends of the Library or donate at:
http://bit.ly/JoinFriendsofSPL

Share with us!
Caregivers, share your summer library
fun with us on social media with
#SpokaneSomersault
spokanelibrary.org
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